I See iPod People — The Photoshop Silhouette

What you need:  A creative concept, and then begin taking photos with a background that will be easy to remove (not distracting).  You may also use props if you like.

Apple and Advertising

Apple's advertising doesn't tell you much about that product but instead the lifestyle (vaguely anti-establishment) that you're purchasing. For instance, its 2003 "Silhouettes" campaign immortalized the iPod, with freeze-frame shots of people dancing with their earbuds in. The ads did not show the product up close.
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Are you crazy about those ads and want to make one yourself, it's actually pretty easy.  The first thing you'll need is a photograph or a number of photographs that you can extract from the background without too much work.

Make Your Selection
Make sure to do some quick tests before starting the more precise and time-consuming selection work, because some images just don't look all that great when you convert them to a silhouette.

Use the Magic Wand/Quick Selection/ or any other selection tool that you think will work best to select your background, and Inverse it (Select> Inverse), then copy and paste this into a new canvas with your target background color to see how it looks.  If it's promising, then go back and make the detailed selections that are necessary for this to look professional.
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New Canvas With 3 Layers
Create a new canvas with 3 layers (Layer> New Layer x 3):
LAYER 3 - will be the silhouette cutout.
LAYER 2 - will be the color cutout.
LAYER 1 - will be the background color [#9369BF]

First fill your background layer with a solid color.  Next paste your cutout selection into both Layer 2 and Layer 3.  Now make sure 
Layer 3 (the top most layer) is active, and LOCK the transparent pixels.  Set your foreground color to black, and use the paintbrush to fill the selected cutout with the black.
You can also play with the HUE/SATURATION rather than using the paintbrush to paint it black. Be creative at this point!!!

ASSIGNMENT
1. You are to complete a silhouette advertisement similar to ones that Apple created.
2. Make sure your silhouette(s) are unique/creative and telling a story.

3. When complete, save the file as a JPEG and upload it into your ONLINE PORTFOLIO in the COMMUNICATION section. 
